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PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: 
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SERIES DATA: 
Series name: Principal Investigator: Currently available: 
Census  Statistics South Africa 1991 
Census   Statistics South Africa 1985 
Census  Statistics South Africa 1980 
Census Statistics South Africa 1970 
Census  Statistics South Africa 1996: 10% Sample 
Census  Statistics South Africa 2001: 10% Sample 
 
ABSTRACT: 
The 1991 Population Census was enumerated on a de facto basis, that is, according to the place 
where persons were located during the census. ALL persons who were present on Republic of 
South African territory during census night (i.e. at midnight between 7 and 8 March 1991) were 
therefore enumerated and included in the data. Visitors from abroad who were present in the 
RSA on holiday or business on the night of the census, as well as foreigners (and their families) 
who were studying or economically active, were enumerated and included in the figures. The 
Diplomatic and Consular Corps of foreign countries were not included. Crews and passengers of 
ships were also not enumerated, except those who were present at the harbours of the RSA on 
census night. Similarly, residents of the RSA who were absent from the night were not 
enumerated. Personnel of  the South African Government stationed abroad and their families 
were, however enumerated. Such persons were included in the Transvaal (Pretoria). 
 
The basis used for the 1991 Census therefore differs from that which was used for previous 
censuses in the respect that everybody who was present within the RSA boundaries was 
enumerated. In contrast, previous surveys attempted to enumerate RSA citizens as well as 
foreigners who were present within the RSA boundaries for more than three months. However, 
the comparability of the results was not materially affected, due to both the relatively small 
numbers which  were at stake and the fact that the number of foreign  visitors included more or 
less equalled the number of RSA residents which were excluded, because they were outside the 
borders of RSA.  
 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: South Africa 
 
IMPORTANT VARIABLES :  
Particulars of dwellings- type of dwelling, number of rooms and ownership, Particulars of person- 
relationship within household, sex, age, marital status, population group, birthplace, country of 
citizenship, duration of residence at normal dwelling, religion/denomination, languages and 
literacy, level of education, occupation, work status, identity of employer, economic sector and 
income. 
 
UNIVERSE :  
An independent stratified multistage cluster sample of developed residential premises were 
drawn from each township. The sample was designed to be approximately self- weighting at the 
level of developed residential premises and all  members of all households on the drawn premises 
had to be enumerated. The aerial photographs were used to stratify each township in 
approximately homogenous parts (strata), using the nature and/or density of housing as 
criterion. In each  stratum all developed residential premises were counted and in shack areas 
(areas with informal housing) every structure was counted. The Division of Building Technology 
of the CSIR, under contract, assisted the HSRC with the aerial photo analysis and interpretation. 
In every stratum a proportional number of clusters of residential premises (street blocks or 
groups of street  blocks was drawn with probability proportional to the number of residential 
premises (or structures in the case of shack areas) contained in the cluster. Subsequently a 
systematic sample of four residential premises (or structures in shack areas) was drawn from 
each of the drawn clusters, which were then visited by the interviewers to enumerate all 
residents. 
  
SAMPLING: 
 
A representative probability sample of occupied shacks or residential premises was drawn in each 
of the areas and all persons who usually sleep in the shacks or on the premises were 
enumerated. The sample was designed with the aid of the aerial photographs, which were taken 
during February 1991, as close as possible to census day. Preliminary aerial photography was 
undertaken in certain areas for the designing of the samples. The HSRC’s fieldworkers and 
organisers, each with a team of census enumerators visited the indicated premises and shacks on 
the ground and ensured that each resident was enumerated. The particulars obtained in this 
manner were then projected in accordance with the number of dwelling structures to obtain an 
estimate of inter alia the population number in the specific area. For instance, if the particulars 
show that for 10 dwelling/structures the average occupancy rate is six persons per dwelling, then 
a hundred dwellings will have an estimated six hundred occupants. 
 
DATE OF FIELDWORK: 
7 March 1991 
  
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION :  
 
 In the major part of the country the 1991 Census was conducted by way of distributing 
census questionnaires beforehand and collecting the completed returns after the census day. 
In cases where the enumerator was requested to, as well as where the respondent was 
unable to complete the questionnaire, the census enumerator assisted in the completion 
thereof. 
 As a result of the unplanned and unstructured nature of certain residential areas, as well as 
the inaccessibility of certain areas during the preparations for the enumeration of census, 
comprehensive door-to-door surveys were not possible. An agreement was concluded with 
the Human Sciences Research Council to enumerate these areas by means of sample 
surveys. 88 areas country-wide were enumerated on this basis. 
 Every household was enumerated on a separate questionnaire. 
 Estimates based on available information regarding the number of dwellings and the number 
of people who live there, were made for certain areas where the census survey could not 
take place or be successfully completed due to unfavourable enumeration conditions. 
 
UNITS OF OBSERVATION: Persons were used as units of analysis.  
 
EXTENT OF DATA COLLECTION 
 2 data files in SPSS with two parts, hardcopy documentation and hardcopy questionnaire. 
 
PART 1: 
 91a 91b 91c 91d 91e 
Number of cases 2 163 392 2 185 260 2 185 876 2 186 800 2 187 416 
Number of records 2 163 392 2 185 260 2 185 876 2 186 800 2 187 416 
Number of records per case 1 1 1 1 1 
Logical record length 80 80 80 80 80 
Number of variables 33 33 33 33 33 
Number of kilobytes 119,184 120,125 135,799 133,104 137,526 
 
PART 2: 
     
 91f 91g 91h 91i 91j 
Number of cases 2 183 104 2 185 568 2 186 800 2 187 724 392 485 
Number of records 2 183 104 2 185 568 2 186 800 2 187 724 392 485 
Number of records per case 1 1 1 1 1 
Logical record length  80 80 80 80 80 
Number of variables 33 33 33 33 33 
Number of kilobytes 136,448 139,339 139,701 139,436 24,953 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
Central Statistics Service Report No. 03-01-02. 1991. Population Census, 1991. Pretoria: Central 
Statistics Service. 
